
Langtree	HOA	Semi-Annual	Meeting


November	17,	2021,	7pm	via	Zoom	conference	call


President,	Nathan	Gai,	thanked	everyone	for	attending	the	meeting.	He	thanked	Mary	Kay	Vandenberg	
and	Wendy	McRobbie	for	their	work	on	the	Landscape	Committee,	and	Sam	and	Jerry	Leishman	for	their	
work	as	Treasurer.	


Director,	Elliott	Tsai,	reported	that	we	have	new	neighbors	who	have	moved	into	the	Purkey’s	home	
(17042	NE	133rd	Street).	The	new	neighbor,	Remya	Krishnan	introduced	herself	at	the	meeting.	She	lives	
with	her	husband,	Sreeram,	son	(who	loves	baseball)	and	dog.	They	moved	to	the	US	from	India	20	years	
ago,	previously	lived	in	the	Education	Hill	area	for	12	years	and	already	love	Langtree	as	it’s	a	friendly	
and	peaceful	neighborhood.


The	latest	house	to	be	sold	is	the	Derrick’s	(17006	NE	133rd	Street).	The	new	owner	Chris	Richter	was	at	
the	meeting.	He	is	moving	in	with	his	wife,	Susan	and	their	two	daughters.	They	are	moving	from	Bothell	
and	are	having	work	done	to	the	house	before	moving	in.


Vice	President,	Brandon	Au,	had	nothing	to	report.


Architectural	Control	Committee,	Andrew	Sinclair	explained	that	the	purpose	of	the	committee	is	to	
ensure	there	are	no	disputes	between	neighbors	over	outdoor	projects	and	to	ensure	there	is	a	level	of	
consistency	between	houses.	This	summer	has	been	busy	for	roof	replacements	and	house	paintings	and	
there	currently	seems	to	be	preference	for	black,	white	and	grey	paint.		The	ACC	helped	negotiate	
between	neighbors	over	a	proposed	paint	job.	The	committee	does	not	need	to	be	involved	in	
homeowners’	landscaping	unless	concrete	is	poured,	or	a	project	will	interfere	with	a	neighbor’s	light.	In	
addition,	sheds	are	covered	in	the	CC&R’s	and	so	need	approval	but	play	structures	are	not.	However	
homeowners	need	to	ensure	their	yard	is	maintained	to	ensure	plants	such	as	ivy	do	not	encroach	on	a	
neighbor’s	property.	Piles	of	leaves	and	wood	are	on	the	edge	of	the	ACC’s	remit	but	it’s	a	good	idea	in	
general	to	remove	them	as	they	are	eyesores	and	attract	rodents.	He	included	a	timely	reminder	that	
holiday	lights	must	be	taken	down	by	January	15.


Landscape	and	Maintenance	Committee,	Mary	Kay	welcomed	our	new	neighbors	and	explained	that	
this	committee	is	responsible	for	maintaining	the	common	areas	in	Langtree.	


Since	the	last	meeting	they	have	completed	the	six-island	renovation	project	with	the	one	at	the	north	
end	of	171st.	It	was	planted	with	drought	resistant	plants	by	Casa	Bonita	on	October	15.	Fortunately,	it	
rained	after	the	work	was	done	and	so	no	extra	watering	was	needed.	


The	irrigation	systems	have	been	winterized.	Casa	Bonita	has	cleaned	the	drains	twice.	This	may	be	done	
once	more	after	Thanksgiving	to	remove	any	remaining	fallen	leaves.	The	care	of	the	drains	has	
previously	migrated	from	individual	homeowners	to	our	handyman	(who	has	since	left	the	state)	and	
now	to	Casa	Bonita.	As	there	are	42	drains	it	takes	time	to	do	all	of	them.	This	year	homeowners	have	
been	asked	to	take	care	of	the	drain	closest	to	their	house	and	this	has	meant	that	Casa	Bonita	has	only	
had	to	clear	the	drains	twice,	compared	to	six	times	previously	done	by	the	handyman.	Jody	Orbits	said	
it	may	be	helpful	to	remind	homeowners	of	the	cost	of	drain	cleaning	(the	budget	is	$935)	as	it	is	a	job	
that	we	can	all	easily	do	ourselves	and	the	money	can	be	better	spent	elsewhere.	Sarah	Gai	will	include	
this	in	the	neighborhood	newsletter.




A	tree	came	down	at	the	north	entrance	which	fortunately	didn’t	damage	the	fence	but	needed	
removing.	Casa	Bonita	will	remove	a	damaged	pyramidalis	and	replace	with	a	new	one	as	the	fallen	tree	
damaged	the	hedge.


The	plan	was	to	clean	the	mailbox	housing	roofs	and	paint	the	curbs	at	the	entrances	this	year,	but	these	
projects	have	been	postponed	to	next	year	as	they	weren’t	urgent.	The	savings	made	here	went	to	the	
cost	of	tree	removal	which	was	much	more	than	budgeted.


Special	projects	planned	for	2022	are	the	painting	and	repair	of	the	mailbox	housings	and	the	cleaning	of	
their	roofs,	painting	of	the	curbs	and	the	repairing,	power	washing	and	painting	of	the	fences	as	well	as	
the	power	washing	of	the	interior	island	curbs.	It	makes	financial	sense	to	take	care	of	these	projects	
together.


Mary	Kay	and	Wendy	are	responsible	for	spending	the	majority	of	Langtree’s	budget	and	are	responsible	
with	Sam,	the	Treasurer	for	setting	the	committee’s	budget	for	next	year	as	well	as	a	5-year	plan	for	
special	projects.	This	has	proven	to	be	the	best	way	to	project	out	costs	but	maintain	flexibility.	The	
schedule	for	special	projects	has	been	set	based	on	knowledge	of	how	often	jobs	need	to	be	done	to	
take	the	best	care	of	investments	we	have	made	as	well	to	enhance	the	neighborhood.


Nathan	pointed	out	that	Mary	Kay	and	Wendy	are	homeowners	and	so	want	to	spend	the	budget	as	
carefully	as	possible	and	their	work	saves	the	community	from	having	to	employ	someone	to	do	this	
work.	In	future	we	may	need	to	look	at	a	more	sustainable	budget	and	rely	less	on	volunteers.


Nathan	said	that	in	general	we	need	more	volunteers	in	the	neighborhood.	This	can	be	seen	simply	in	
the	number	of	households	returning	their	ballot	for	the	2022	budget	as	we	have	not	received	a	quorum	
before	the	meeting.	In	the	next	newsletter	he	will	emphasis	the	need	for	homeowners	to	vote	as	well	as	
get	involved	in	the	Board	and	committees.


Mary	Kay	said	that	previously	to	increase	voting	and	attendance	at	the	HOA	meetings	reminder	signs	
were	put	up	at	the	entrances	on	the	day	of	the	meeting.	It	was	agreed	that	this	will	be	tried	again	for	the	
June	HOA	meeting.


Treasurer,	Sam	Leishman	said	that	we	have	already	spent	$13000	this	year	on	tree	removal	not	because	
of	storm	damage	but	because	of	the	age	of	the	trees,	The	neighborhood	is	40	years	old	and	so	the	
amount	of	tree	removal	has	increased	in	the	last	5	years	and	this	will	continue	in	the	future	simply	due	
to	the	age	of	the	trees.	Our	budget	is	March	to	March.	It	is	estimated	that	we	will	have	$10000	at	end	of	
December	but	need	$3000	to	cover	expenses	to	the	end	of	March	which	leaves	$7000.	Ideally,	we	should	
have	$11000	as	a	reserve.	We	therefore	need	an	increase	in	dues	to	have	better	reserves	to	cover	these	
increased	expenses	and	cover	unanticipated	ones.	


Questions,	Sam	Leishman	asked	if	there	was	a	plan	to	do	the	luminaries	again	at	Christmas.	Sarah	will	
ask	Amber	Wendover	if	she	wants	to	coordinate	it	again	as	she	collected	them	after	Christmas	last	year.	
She	will	also	ask	Jayleen	Ryberg	if	she	wants	to	continue	doing	the	holiday	decorations.	Jayleen	is	
currently	the	only	volunteer	and	so	after	speaking	to	her	we	should	reach	out	for	another	volunteer	in	
the	newsletter	if	needed.	


Vote	result,	we	have	received	36	votes	regarding	the	2022	budget	(35	for	and	1	against)	and	we	need	38	
votes	for	a	quorum.


The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	8pm.




Judith	Sinclair


Langtree	HOA	Secretary	


November	28,	2021


Since	the	meeting	we	received	additional	ballots	and	achieved	a	quorum,	therefore	the	2022	budget	has	
passed.
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President's Remarks
BY NATHAN AND SARAH GAI

Happy Holidays to you and yours on behalf of the Langtree HOA. As we
slowly thaw out from this week’s snow, I’m especially appreciative of how
lucky we are to live in such an amazing neighborhood and community. The
snow can help highlight how quiet and beautiful our streets are. We’ve
especially loved seeing families out on walks, or kids sledding down one of
the many hills as they take over the streets during snow events like this.

Time sure flies by and as we push into the new year, I would be remiss
without taking the time to thank the homeowners who virtually attended our
November homeowners meeting. It was a productive and informative session
that required a good amount of prep by our board and committee members. I
would like to send a special thank you to our Treasurer, Sam Leishman, for all
of her support in helping us balance and maintain our budget as we navigate
our most recent dues increase. We also would like to acknowledge Mary Kay
Vandenberg and Wendy McRobbie, chairs of our Landscape and Maintenance
Committee, for their guidance and spendthrift management of their budget. 

The lifeline of our neighborhood depends on these volunteer-led positions
and we truly appreciate their care and commitment to Langtree. If you haven’t
had the chance to serve on our board, we strongly encourage you to give of
your time in the coming year.

May this new year bring each of you health, happiness — and a little bit of
normalcy!

Cheers,
Nathan and Sarah Gai

Langtree HOA Co-Presidents
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Winter Greetings From the L & M Committee
BY MARY KAY VANDENBERG AND WENDY MCROBBIE

cleaning of the mailbox housing roofs
painting and repairing of mailbox housing
curb power washing and painting
fence power washing and painting

Season’s greetings from your Landscape and Maintenance
Committee! It’s been a busy year of neighborhood projects, with
more to tackle in the coming new year.

We are proud to announce the completion of our six-island
renovation project, which commenced in October with the planting
of drought resistance shrubs at the island on the north end of
171st. 

The committee is also in the process of planning tree removal at
the north entrance and is working closely with Devoted Tree
Solutions to tackle the project. If you are entertaining any tree
removal on your property, we highly recommend the team at
Devoted, as they have a certified arborist on staff and have been
most accommodating to work with. Contact John Cvikota for a bid:
john@devotedgroup.com. 

Looking ahead to 2022, special projects include:

As we enter our winter months, our Langtree storm drains need special attention. Our 42 drains are
cleaned twice annually by our landscaping service at a cost of nearly $950. We would love to allocate
those funds elsewhere! If you have a drain located near your property, would you be mindful to keep an
eye on it as we approach our stormy season? All debris must be removed and placed into your yard waste
can (and not just blow out into the street). By cutting that expense, we can redirect funds to more pressing
needs, such as tree maintenance and removal.

Lastly, as you may recall, our wonderful, longtime handyman moved away and we have actively been on
the hunt for a replacement. He was instrumental in streamlining the L & M Committee’s workload, keeping
our costs down and eliminating the need to hire a large company to do our relatively small jobs (curb
painting, repairing the fence and mailbox housing and sealing the brick on the monuments, to name a
few). If you have a referral of someone, we’d love to have their contact information!

Wishing each of you a happy and healthy 2022!



Holiday Decorations - Thank You
BY SARAH GAI 

A big thank you to Jayleen Ryberg who has led our holiday decorating
committee for many years. With the help of her family, they make sure that
cedar swags are decoratively placed on each mailbox and that our Langtree
entrance looks festive throughout the month of December. Their contribution
always brings such cheer and joy to the neighborhood. Thank you!

Interested in helping with next year's decorations? Please email Jayleen at:
ryberg3@msn.com.

Wintertime CC&R Reminders
BY ACC 

Hats off to all the homes who artfully displayed holiday lights this year! Their
soft glow illuminated the peace and magic of our wintertime season. As a
friendly reminder, lights and holiday decor should be removed by January 15th
each year, according to our Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions (CC&Rs). 

Curious what other nuggets of information can be found in this document?
Look no further than the link below: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aQwQalLZDujrjscxfvrCVoXtexjwCm9u/view?
usp=sharing 
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Our HOA Board needs new
members! 

Could it be you?

We are act ively  seeking
nominat ions for  the fo l lowing

Board posi t ions :
 

-  Director   
-  Treasurer



I f  you haven ' t  served on the

board before ,  or  have taken a
br ief  hiatus ,  we 'd love your

support .  



Emai l
langtreeHOA@gmai l .com 

for  more detai ls .  

Home Owners Dues and Online Bill Pay
BY SAM LEISHMAN 

Trying to go digital with your bill paying in the new year? We can help! When
paying your HOA dues, there is an easy option that exists through your online
banking and about one-third of our community is already making use of this
convenient feature.

When you set up this electronic "Bill Pay" option through your bank, they will
produce a paper check that gets sent to our physical mailbox.

To set up this feature, you simply need to provide the bank with the following
information:

Name: Langtree Estates Assoc. of Lot Owners
Address: P.O. Box 1563 Woodinville, WA 98072

As a reminder, March 31st is the last day to pay your dues of $675 before you
incur a late fee. 
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Langtree Kids Corner 
BY SARAH GAI 

Though the long days of summer seem like a lifetime ago, we couldn't let another season go by
without giving proper recognition to the U10 Woodinville Little League All-Star softball team.
Featuring Langtree's own Olivia Gai, these girls took home the title of District 8 Champions back
in July. Their hard work earned them a trip to the state tournament in Poulsbo, where they
battled teams from around the state to earn a noteworthy 3rd place finish. 

Do you have a kid doing some pretty great things? We'd love to hear about it! Send an email to
sarahgai9@gmail.com to be featured.
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Historian's Corner
BY JODY ORBITS 

Take a walk down memory lane as we open up the Langtree time
capsule and find out what was happening in the winter of 1987. 

In November of that year, the neighbors were hard at work
spreading beauty bark in preparation for the winter months.

All that beautification paid off when, on Christmas Eve, hundreds
of luminaries lit the streets of Langtree and provided a peaceful
welcome to the holiday season. 

Interested in reviving the tradition? We'd love to hear from you!
Email langtreeHOA@gmail.com.
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LANGTREE
BABYSITTERS

JOSEPHINE NEUBAUER ( 16 )
503-776-0232
JOSEPHINE.E .NEUBAUER@
GMAIL .COM

SABINA NEUBAUER ( 14 )
503-292-5482
SABINA.M.NEUBAUER@
GMAIL .COM



KYLIE WENDOVER ( 16 )
425-979-1331
KYLIEWENDOVER
@LIVE.COM 













WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE INCLUDED
ON OUR BABYSITTERS L IST? EMAIL
SARAHGAI9@GMAIL .COM

Langtree Board of
Directors 2021-22

President  Nathan & Sarah Gai 
ngai@amgsales.net 

Vice President Brandon & Maggie Au
au.ohana@gmail.com

Director Elliot Tsai
airdreamer1123@gmail.com

Secretary Judith Sinclair
judith.sinclair@errwhat.com

Treasurer Sam Leishman
sam_niles@hotmail.com

Langtree Committee
Chairs 2021-22

ACC Andrew Sinclair
andrsin@hotmail.com

Audit Committee Jackie Duffy
jacduffy@gmail.com

Nominating Committee OPEN 
Landscape & Maintenance

Mary Kay Vandenberg
poochinie@aol.com
Wendy McRobbie
dmcrobbie@comcast.net

Directory Paul Shanta
Shanta.Redmond@att.net

Historian Jody Orbits
jody_orbits@hotmail.com

Holiday Decorations Jayleen Ryberg
ryberg3@msn.com
















































